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The Georgian Armed Forces
celebrates the Artillery Day. 16
years ago on March 15, 1993
Georgian artillerymen could suc-
cessfully repel one of the most
large-scale attacks on Sukhumi.
For commemorating this signif-
icant date, March 15 was decid-
ed as Georgian Artillery day.

The celebrating ceremony
was held in the yard of the Min-
istry of Defence. After playing
the national anthem of Georgia,
a minute of silence was held in
honor of the Georgian military
servants who made a supreme
sacrifice for the territorial integ-

rity of their country in the Geor-
gia-Russia war.

Supreme Commander-in-
Chief of the Georgian Armed
Forces Mikheil Saakashvili con-
gratulated the Georgian artillery-
men. The President of Georgia
once again highlighted the in-
valuable service of the Georgian
artillerymen during the August
war and commended their brav-
ery. Mikheil Saakashvili deliv-
ered a speech and talked about
defensive capabilities of the state
- “I want to express my compli-
ment for everything you did.

16th Anniversary of

the Georgian Artillery
Together with you, I had an op-
portunity to witness fighting of
Georgian Artillery against the
occupants on the front line. The
Capital of Georgia and the whole
country would have been unde-
fended without your assistance.
We should keep on our prepara-
tion for improvement. We ac-
quired and will acquire new
equipment again. We will im-
prove our social conditions and
education level. However, nei-
ther weaponry nor preparation
will change your aspiration. This
is the most significant thing.
Georgia is gradually rising.

Hence, it should always care
about its defensive capacity and
Army forcefulness. I appeal to
you to care of improvement,
smarten and coordination of
combative preparation together;
all of us should work for a better
goal achievement and for better
preparation of combative, phys-
ical and other trainings you un-
dergo currently. Tbilisi Artillery
Institute was the best tradition of
the military trainings. It was the
only military institution in Geor-
gia, accepting Georgian officers,
even rarely. Those scanty Geor-

On March 20, 864 recruits
took a military oath at the Train-
ing Center “Krtsanisi”. The re-
cruits underwent a five-week,
initial course including fire, drill,
surveillance, first medical aid
and tactical trainings. The basic
seven-week training stage began
from March 23. During the train-
ing the recruits focused on com-
munication, topography, engi-
neering and other main military
skills. After the exercise the re-
cruits will be allocated in differ-
ent units.  After the ceremony a
concert was dedicated to the mil-
itary servicemen.

The solemn ceremony was
attended by First Deputy De-
fence Minister, Vladimer
Chachibaia, and Chief of the
Joint Staff of GAF, Major Gen-
eral Devi Chankotadze, Land
Forces Commander, Col. Koba
Lachkepiani and other represen-
tatives of the leadership. The
leadership of the GAF were sat-
isfied for the preparation level of
the recruits. The parents of the
recruits attended the ceremony
as well.

After the August War, sever-
al changes were made in the cur-
riculum. More attention is paid
to individual preparation for re-
cruits. The recruits are enrolled

Recruits Take Military Oath

in the Training Centre “Krtsani-
si” after an elaborate medical
examination. In the event they
undergo the five-week training
successfully, they move to the
second stage, where they have
possibility to choose and concen-
trate on a definite military spe-
ciality. Quite a lot recruits are
from the occupied territories.
Tamaz Metreveli is from the vil-
lage Nikozi. As he told us, he
decided to join the army after the
August events. “Despite physi-
cal difficulties, I am very satis-
fied that I serve in the Georgian
Armed Forces. Here are a few
boys from my region, thus all

volunteers couldn’t pass exams.
I have great desire to master ar-
tillery. If I have the possibility, I
want to enter Defence National
Academy to become an officer”.

After the August War the
number of volunteers in order to
serve in the army has significant-
ly increased. So competition has
increased as well and the selec-
tion of recruits is being carried
out according to strict parame-
ters.

“Defence Today” wishes
great success to the recruits who
are making the first steps in the
Georgian Armed Forces.

Malkhaz Topuria

gian officers managed to estab-
lish Georgian military tradition
you are the ancestors of. You’ll
always be a significant part of
those traditions.”

President Mikheil Saakash-
vili, Defence Minister, Davit
Sikharulidze and Chief of the
Joint Staff of GAF, Major Gen-
eral Devi Chankotadze awarded
a total of 67 artillerymen, who
participated in the Georgian-
Russian war with medals of
“Kakutsa Cholokashvili”, “De-
votion for Homeland”, “Gener-
al Kvinitadze” and “General
Mazniashvili”.

The Georgian Artillery
marked its 16th anniversary with
two brigades. The Second Artil-
lery Brigade was created in au-
tumn, after the August war. This
brigade is located in the western
part of Georgia and the First Ar-
tillery Brigade remains in the
East.

The solemn ceremony was
attended by the leadership of
MOD and Joint Staff, command-
ers of GAF and the military and
defence attaches accredited to
Georgia.

Rusudan Tsimakuridze

Conclusive Meeting

of NATO Experts

“Cooperative Longbow/

Cooperative Lancer”

Planning Conference
Major General Devi Chankotadze awards artillerymen
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For a long period of time our na-
tion fought against the Russian Mili-
tary presence in Georgia, and when
it has almost achieved this greatest
goal, now, unfortunately, we have to
start this very difficult way from the
very beginning. Large parts of our
homeland are occupied, Russia is
building military bases in our terri-
tories, a huge number of our citizens
are displaced, those who still live near
the conflict zones are under consistent
pressure and the overall situation is
quite vulnerable.  Does the Govern-
ment of Georgia have a comprehen-
sive and all encompassing plan to
meet all these challenges, put coun-
try back to normal ways of develop-
ment and, what is the most crucial, to
restore its territorial integrity?

I am hardly authorized to talk by
name of the whole Georgian Govern-
ment, but I can express my own opin-
ion on this issue. After the August war
very hard period of time for our country
has begun, especially since it was ac-
companied by world economic crisis.
But every problem has its solutions. In
our case, when we have very strong and
big rival, we should put emphasis on dip-
lomatic and political aspects of problem-
solving. Also it is very important to pay
an essential attention to the economic
development, because strong economy
is always most important basis for strong
army. Economically powerful Georgia
will be attractive for Abkhazians and
Ossetians as well.  As it was said by Sun
Tzu, the Chinese Philosopher, good
commander wins war without fight.
Economic development is exactly the
mean, by which we can win the war
without fighting. I want to mention that
big ongoing process of state degradation
is now in Russia. We should use this
moment - create strong economic basis
in our country, provide our citizens with
better way of life and became interest-
ing and good-looking place to live.  Si-
multaneously, we should concentrate on
improving our defence capabilities, in
order to answer any possible threat prop-
erly.

“Minister’s Vision 2009” is a very
rare, if not unique, exception among
conceptual documents, which gained
the unequivocal approval of society.
Politicians, as well as diplomats and
experts, noted that there are very
clear and exact targets laid in this
document out. Everyone expressed
hope for realization of priorities put
in the document that will certainly
enhance country’s defence capabili-
ties and security situation. What do
you think? Do we have all the neces-
sary resources to realize the stated
proposals?

This document was based on the
analyses of our abilities, of what can be
exactly done for development of our
country and its Armed Forces. Neither
of the articles or priorities, presented in
the “Minister’s Vision 2009”, is with-
out very real calculation.  Every priori-
ty pointed in the document – education,
defence management, enhance of GAF

capabilities or NATO integration, is fi-
nancially estimated and allowed by the
Defence budget. We will soon find the
tangible outcomes of these proposals.
For example, to talk about the educa-
tion, that is my special sphere of inter-
est, we have very ambitious plans, re-
sult of which will be seen for everyone
in the nearest future, and, I hope, we will

have the strongest military educational
institute in the region.

That is exactly the subject of my
next question. The most appreciated
issue highlighted in the document ap-
peared to be the focus on education.
What kind of measures are planned
in order to improve level of education
in Georgian Armed Forces exactly?

First of all we need to settle prob-
lems of infrastructure and attract quali-
fied personnel. We plan to develop op-
erative level institute on the basis of
Defence Academy that should be Staff
and Command College equivalent
course. NATO special group, who will
arrive in Georgia in June-July period,
will help us to fulfill this idea. We will
allocate special resources for this course
and intend to invite foreign professors.
Besides, the serious working has start-
ed in order to establish 4 year studying
program in Defence Academy. We plan
to cooperate with public sector very ef-
fectively and support our officers to gain
Master’s and PhD degrees in civil sec-
tor. What about Master’s programs on
the basis of Military Academy, I hope
we will be available to offer this in few
years.

One of the priorities put in “Min-
ister’s Vision 2009” is the continuing
effort to meet NATO standards. Many
analysts speculate that the brief Au-
gust war closed NATO door for us, at
least for the nearest future. How do
you evaluate the real prospects for

Georgia’s North-Atlantic integration?
NATO doors are always open for any

country. About us the main point is to
meet NATO standards by both - civil and
military - aspects. Concerning the mili-
tary and defence sector, we do our best
to enhance our interoperability with Al-
liance demands by improving technique,
armament, education, social issues, and
personnel management and so on. We
have different issues in this direction and
work to accomplish them. Besides, we
always try to participate in NATO-led
operations and trainings. So, we contin-
ue our effort to integrate into North-At-
lantic Organization and hope to achieve
this goal in mid, if not near, future.

The Ministry of Defence also eu-
phemized the importance of bilateral

partnerships and Georgia’s increas-
ing role in international peace-sup-
port operations. Now it is already
been decided to send a Georgian mil-
itaries in Afghanistan, taking into ac-
count the very difficult situation in
this region, I hope, our effort will be
properly appraised. Do we expect
some real outcomes from this deci-
sion?

Such issues always need political
decision. Nowadays this decision is not
completely received. If it will be de-
cided we will send company-size unit
in Afghanistan. For Georgian soldier
Afghanistan will not be assignment of
special difficulties. I mean, our soldiers
have already received similar and very
important experience in Iraq and now
Afghanistan will become for them just
another place to develop their knowl-
edge and abilities. What about situation
in Georgia, I may say that we don’t
have today such an alarming situation
in the county that doesn’t allow us to
send our company in foreign opera-
tions. Georgian Armed Forces today are
able to protect their homeland and an-
swer adequately to anyone, who will
try to disturb our sovereignty. I can’t
say that our participation will provide
tangible assistance to our North-Atlan-
tic aspirations, but still it will be the
one small step to our way of NATO in-
tegration.

One more question about Afghan-
istan. Lately, after closing Manas mil-

itary base in Kyrgyzstan, we hear
very lot about possible routes for US
convoys. One of alternative ways goes
through Georgia. Does our govern-
ment consider agreeing on such pro-
posal; and if we really host NATO
base in our country, does it increase
our security or enhance risks?

Issues like this should be treated by
the state as an act of international part-
nership. This fact may have double out-
come – on the one hand it may enhance
our security, while on another hand it
may increase some risks as well. In par-
ticular, threats from the North will cer-
tainly reduce; what about increased
risks, it will depend on the policy of the
country, or organization, which will de-
cide to put its military base in Georgia.

So, it is hard to predict, what kind of
problems we may face if we receive
NATO or US military base in Georgia,
but what I can exactly say - this fact will
increase our security by diminishing
threats from North.

Another issue presented in the new
document was the importance to en-
hance GAF capabilities. By what
means do we plan to improve GAF
abilities and what will be the contri-
bution of our foreign partners in this
process?

When General Ham from the United
States visited Georgia he talked a lot
about development of GAF. There are
some proposals in USA to allocate funds
for preparing special training groups that
will work in Georgia and also to finance
education of Georgian officers. What
about assistance by direct transmission
of armament, it depends on political
decision of US government and I can’t
comment on this issue. But I can say that
it is already planned to send special
groups of trainers in Georgia and at the
same time send Georgian officers in the
United States to attend competence-en-
hancing courses.

Today Defence Ministry has ac-
quired more importance for each cit-
izen. Our future, development and
progress highly depend on secure en-
vironment. What are the concrete
measures that will be taken in order
to enhance Georgia’s defence capabil-
ities?

“We should concentrate on improving

our defence capabilities”

In modern life in Georgia the role of Defence Ministry has dramatically in-
creased. The future of every citizen depends on peaceful development of events in
our country that are in proportional quantity with Georgia’s defence capabilities.
Last month, Mr. David Sikharulidze, Minister of Defence presented general guide-
lines and a plan of action proposed by the Ministry of Defence, appropriately named
“Minister’s Vision 2009” document. We decided to discuss some aspects of the
document as well as other very important issues with Mr. Vladimer Chachibaia,
First Deputy Minister of Defence of Georgia.

Our Army was always preparing for
stabilization operations that needs par-
ticular specific. Nowadays our threat
absolutely differs from what we had ear-
lier. This means that GAF is moving on
preparation for defence operations. Our
soldiers are practicing with whole de-
sire and we also are doing our best to
prepare an appropriate infrastructure.
This will give us the ability to be always
ready and organized for an attack. To-
day the military commodities available
for us satisfy vital demands to protect
country. We have in Georgia very diffi-
cult terrain. It gives us possibility to
achieve maximal effect by economizing
strength, especially as we have some
technological advance in number of
spheres. Today really a lot depends on a
country’s defence. It is obvious that
nothing can be developed in ill defenced
country. Today, Russia fights with us by
informational and physiological means.
Even if we had an absolutely perfect de-
fence system, hi-tech technologies and
capabilities, just the presence of Russia
near our borders would have created
problems for our security. Especially
when they are standing in Akhalgori and
building bases in Abkhazia and South
Ossetia; it is trouble not only for our
security, but for economy as well, as it
prevents incoming of foreign invest-
ments that is very important for Geor-
gia’s development.

Finally, what are your predictions,
for nearest future? Some analysts say
that there are big chances for conflict
escalation in this spring. Should we
expect further provocations from sep-
aratists and the Russian side and how
much is the Georgian State ready to
answer such aggravations?

My opinion is that we can’t work
out anything. But, there always exists
“but”. In this case “but” concerns a
huge amount of problems that will
soon appear in Russia. This, to my
mind will force it to concentrate on its
internal problems, and even ask for aid
to solve them. It tries to catch small,
when it loses big. Russia contains ap-
proximately 82 subjects, among of
which 21 are autonomous republics.
Many, if not all, have the ambition to
gain independence, especially now
when Russia created such a precedent
and recognized independence of Abk-
hazia and South Ossetia. Russia will
soon face big problems in Tatarstan,
Ingushetia, Chechnya, Dagestan and
lot of other republics, which have de-
sire to be independent from Russian
Federation. What Russia did in Au-
gust, was a big mistake that will re-
turn to them by the principle of boo-
merang. I want to remind you of the
war in Abkhazia, when they trained
Chechen people to use against us, but
finally Chechens used gained practice
in order to use it against Russia. So,
taking into account very painful eco-
nomic crisis in the country as well, I
think that Russia today has the enough
problems, not to bolster them. That’s
why I think that possibility of military
conflict escalation with Russia is now
very minimal. The fact that Russia
talks with us with military and threat-
ening language, it is part of their strat-
egy, to keep us in defensive position,
not to have a need for mobilizing ad-
ditional strength against us, because
it doesn’t have such strength to meet
all the challenges same time.

Ana Alania

Interview with Mr. Vladimer Chachibaia, First Deputy Minister of Defence of GeorgiaMr. Vladimer Chachibaia, First Deputy Minister of Defence of GeorgiaMr. Vladimer Chachibaia, First Deputy Minister of Defence of GeorgiaMr. Vladimer Chachibaia, First Deputy Minister of Defence of GeorgiaMr. Vladimer Chachibaia, First Deputy Minister of Defence of Georgia
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170 families of Heroes killed in the
August war, will receive flats by the ini-
tiative of the Georgian Government. The
apartments are located in the Samgori
region. Construction of Military Town
started two years ago, in the framework
of the officer’s program, the building is
already completed; only intercommuni-
cation jobs remain. President of Geor-
gia, Mikheil Saakashvili, announced this
initiative while visiting fatally wound-
ed Leri Lagurashvili’s family. It was
pleasant surprise for the large family of
the soldier. Captain Leri Lagurashvili
was a doctor of II Brigade and was killed
near Tskhinvali border performing his
duty on August 9. His brothers, Levan
Lagurashvili and Aleksandre Lagurash-
vili, serve in Georgian Armed Forces
presently.

After visiting Leri Lagurashvili’s
family, Supreme Commander-in-Chief
visited Military Town, where he remem-
bered once again Georgian soldiers fall-
en in the August war:

“The families of those Georgian he-
roes who defended our homeland, brave-
ly sacrificing their lives really deserve
to have housing in the capital. Accord-
ing to the decision of the Defence Min-
istry and the Chairman of Parliament,
the families of the Georgian heroes will
receive apartments… The nation that has
such heroes is undefeated.”

Heros’ family members shared their
feeling regarding this new initiative.
Thea Tabatadze, the wife of Ushangi
Sopromadze (Junior Sergeant, Served in
Gori Tank Battalion) said, “We are very
grateful to this initiative of President.
Our husbands left great pain to us. We,

Family Members of Georgian Heroes

Killed in the Russian-Georgian War

receive Apartments

whose families underwent this pain will
live together, it’s very good. We will
share our emotions, our children will
play together, they will know about their
fathers and about their heroes. Our sons
and daughters will always be proud of
it.” Shorena Mshvenieradze, the wife of
Elgudja Inauri (Sergeant, served in Gori
Tank Battalion) is very thankful to the
Ministry of Defence of Georgia for find-
ing a job for her. Marina Gzirishvili,
mother of Vakhtang Gzirishvili (Corpo-
ral, served in the 42nd battalion of IV bri-
gade) also shares her feelings, “I wel-
come, such great attention paid by gov-
ernment to the families of heroes. Cur-
rent developments are not same as it was
during Abkhazian war. I lost my hus-
band there. The government didn’t help
me then. My Vakhtang was 4 years old.

I grew him up alone. I was both, father
and mother. Now he sacrificed his live
to his homeland… We welcome this new
initiative of government.  We express
our appreciation to their attention. My
Vakhtang had no child, but those chil-
dren, whose fathers fell as heroes, need
care and housing. They must become
such heroes, as their fathers. Not only
government, but also each citizen should
think about it.”

The family members of the Georgian
heroes will receive flats in November.
They will be granted apartments for per-
manent possession. Heros’ families will
surely try to ease each others suffering
while living together. The State will con-
tinue to take care and concern them-
selves with killed soldiers’ families.

Nino Gogochishvili

The usual meeting of the Civil Coun-
cil on Defence and Security took place
at the Ministry of Defence of Georgia.
Mr. Davit Sikharulidze, Defence Min-
ister, received the representatives of sev-
eral non-governmental organizations.

One of the main issues of today’s
meeting was the prospect of coopera-
tion between the Defence Ministry and
NGOs. In accordance with the signed
“Memorandum of Cooperation” be-
tween the Ministry and civil sector,
sides discussed outlooks of further en-
largement of the Council format with
inclusion more non-governmental or-
ganizations in its activities.

As the military expert and journal-
ist, Koba Liklikadze explained after the
meeting, the participants discussed fea-
sible projects that can be implemented

Defence Minister meets

Representatives of NGOs

in the sphere of civil-military relations.
“I had one concrete proposal and ev-
erybody shared my ideas. As far as the
subject of military journalism has been
added to the curriculum at the State
University I asked the leadership of De-
fence Ministry to assign one of the high
ranking officials who will deliver the
public lectures for the students and talk
about the military issues. They will
answer all questions and discuss the
existing challenges. I think it will be
very useful for future journalists to visit
the training grounds and see real mili-
tary life.”

According to the Chairman of Civil
Council on Defence and Security, Irakli
Mchedlishvili, this was a regular meet-
ing that has become a good tradition.
“We discussed a variety of issues in-

cluding the ongoing reforms and the
prospects of development of our future
relationship. This was a very useful and
fruitful meeting.”

Representatives of MOD and NGOs
will continue collaboration on devel-
opment of strategic documents. The
Civil Council will be actively involved
in PPBS process (Planning, Program-
ming and Budgeting System), while
proposing its recommendations.

The main target of cooperation be-
tween MOD and the Civil Council on
Defence and Security is to provide
democratic control of civil sector over
the Armed Forces.

Similar meetings between Ministry
of Defence and non-governmental or-
ganization will be organized regularly
in the future.

At the meeting with the Georgian
Defence Minister, US Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for European and
Eurasian Affairs, Matthew Bryza de-
clared that Georgia will enjoy the ac-
tive support from the new administra-
tion of the United States of America.

Mr. Matthew Bryza held meeting
with the Georgian Defence Minister,
Davit Sikharulidze. The meeting at the
Defence Ministry was attended, by
Ambassador of the USA to Georgia,
H.E. Mr. John F. Teft and US Defence
and Army Attache Col Matthew Brand
from the US side and by the Deputy
Defence Minister, Giorgi Muchaidze
from the Georgian side.

At the meeting the sides discussed
the Charter on Strategic Partnership

Matthew Bryza meets

Georgian Defence Minister
signed by Georgia and the USA, also,
issues related to the defence and securi-
ty cooperation between the partner coun-
tries and assistance programs in this
field. One of the topics of discussion was
current security environment as well.

The sides talked about the process of
Georgia’s integration into NATO and
means of implementation of the Annual
National Program. The Georgian De-
fence Minister reviewed mechanisms for
increasing the defence capabilities and
defence priorities.

US Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for European and Eurasian Affairs
has several meetings on the agenda. Mr.
Matthew Bryza will meet the President
of Georgia and the Catholic-Patriarch of
all Georgia Ilia II.

A fifteen-person delegation of NATO
experts paid a visit to Georgia. The ex-
perts held the conclusive meeting at the
Defence Ministry. First Deputy Defence
Minister Vladimir Chachibaia and Dep-
uty Minister Giorgi Muchaidze received
the experts from the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization.

The main purpose of the visit was to
render assistance to the Georgian Armed
Forces in the improvement of training
process.

As the sides decided at the meeting,
the NATO experts will elaborate the ac-
tion plan according to which NATO car-
ries on cooperation with MOD in the
educational field.

After the meeting Deputy Defence
Minister Giorgi Muchaidze made the

Conclusive Meeting

of NATO Experts
following comment, “We had a very in-
teresting meeting with the NATO ex-
perts on educational and training issues.
In the framework of the visit the experts
were informed about the existing edu-
cational system. The appropriate assess-
ments will be presented in several
weeks, according to which the definite
actions plan will be created”.

In the framework of three-day visit,
the NATO representatives held meetings
with the leadership of MOD and the
Joint Staff of GAF. The experts also vis-
ited the National Defence Academy and
the Krtsanisi Training Centre and got
acquainted with the training processes.

NATO experts are expected to visit
and give consultations to Georgia regu-
larly.

The Final Coordinating Conference,
(FCC) for Multinational Training “Co-
operative Longbow/ Cooperative Lanc-
er” convened at the Courtyard Marriot
Hotel.

The final details for the staff and field
training were being discussed at the con-

“Cooperative Longbow/ Cooperative

Lancer” Planning Conference
ference. The conference lasted for three
days and was officially closed on March
19. The multinational training will be
conducted in Georgia with active par-
ticipation of the host nation. Field and
staff trainings are scheduled to launch
in spring.

Family Members of Georgian Heroes will live in new appartments

H.E. Mr. John F. Teft and Matthew Bryza
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According to the principal plan that
is signed by Georgia and France, and
mainly covers the arrangements for
2009, the winter preparation course for
mountain instructors was conducted at
Sachkhere Mountain Training School.

Fifteen instructors took advantage
of the first training in Sachkhere, and
the following exercises were conduct-
ed in Bakuriani and Gudauri.

Georgian instructors were trained in
skiing techniques and technical skiing,
and mastered rescuing the snow slide

Mountain Training Winter Course
pared up to the level, to be able to train
Georgian units as well as the militaries
from the partner countries through the
mountain areas. As you know, France
is known with its mountain training
schools; hence, sharing their knowl-
edge and experience is very important
for our instructors” Major Kopeikin
declared.

The next stage of mountain prepa-
ration program for mountain instructors
was launched on February 16 and com-
pleted on the 18th of March.

 David Jokhadze

victims and crossing the rock obstacles.
The staff of Georgian instructors

was manned by two groups. The first
group, with nine persons has already
undergone three years of mountain
preparation courses; hence, the exercis-
es, which started on February 16 was
just practice for them. However, it was
the first training for the second group,
with the number of six instructors.

The instructor of Sachkhere Moun-
tain Training School, SGT Major Paa-
ta Amkoladze, noted that the winter

course covered quite an important and
inevitable complex program – move-
ment in a hard weather conditions, ski-
ing on a complex terrain and obstacle
line arrangement among them.

 “We have taken the training course
for group leader last year. This year, the
retraining course was conducted by the
French trainers. They tested our skill
levels and preparing quality. We were
delivered the pedagogic training
course, mainly concentrated on the log-
ical thinking and ability to train anoth-
er students”- Amkoladze declared.

The trainings were delivered in a
rather hard weather conditions. In
windy and snow-drifty weather, visi-
bility didn’t exceed 10 -15 meters.
However, Mountain School instructors
always managed to reach the place of
destination in time.

Denis Duran – Chief of French in-
structors, National guide of France, ski-
ing monitor, Instructor:

“We have been conducting those
courses for already three years. I su-
pervise winter courses mainly. I can
firmly remark that the preparing level
of Georgian instructors rises from year
to year and is rather progressive. I’m
very satisfied with our joint coopera-
tion and results achieved.”

As Mr. Duran noted, in the frame-
work of exchange program, instructors’
exchange between Georgian and
French mountain schools is planned in
2009 that will support professional lev-
el improvement.

From the Georgian side, the train-
ings are supervised by Major Vasil Ko-
peikin, 1st officer of collective trainings
preparing division of Education depart-
ment. According to him, this three-year
course covers mountain training win-
ter program as well as summer one.

“The Purpose of the course is for
Georgian military servicemen to be pre-

Health is of vital importance to any
individual. A lot of us have faced ail-
ments and illnesses and felt their conse-
quences, including the burden of finan-
cial expenses. Everyday activities of the
military servicemen contain specific
risk-factors for their life and physical
conditions as well. Risk factors increase
in the case of execution of military duty
in a state of emergency and force-merg-
er. Proceeding from above mentioned,
the economic, moral and physical con-
dition of military servicemen and mem-
bers of their families’ demands particu-
lar support and trusteeship.

The Ministry of Defence of Georgia
attaches great importance to welfare of
the employees, including their social
security. MOD has made itself respon-
sible to provide health insurance to the
personnel and members of their fami-
lies and since 2007 the employees have
been given an opportunity enjoy the
health insurance program.

The insurance company, “IC Group’’

Flexible Insurance Service for MOD Personnel
has participated in the tender declared
health insurance of personnel by the
Defence Ministry of Georgia success-
fully.

IC-Group offers comprehensive health
care insurance programs, covering patient
charges, payable health care services, vac-
cination, medications, dental services and
other health care services.

IC Group Offers the MOD person-
nel and its family members:

Assistance – 24 hours consulting –
free of charge

Ambulatory visit to the family doc-
tor – unlimited - 100%;

Ambulatory visit to specialist – 1000
GEL – 100%

Emergency, acute care – unlimited –
100%

Hospital medical service – 5000 GEL
– 100%

Emergency hospital aid – unlimited
– 100%

Medicines (only in provider pharma-
cies) – unlimited – 12%-25%

Pregnancy/ delivery – 800 GEL –
100%

Emergency dental service – unlimit-
ed – 100%

An ambulatory visit to dentist – un-
limited – 20%

Life insurance – 7000 GEL – 100%
IC Group provides health care ser-

vices by cooperating with more than 90
health care providers and PSP and Pub-
lic Pharmacy drug stores.

According to the actual data provid-
ed by the Medical Support Division of
the Logistic Support Department of the
Joint Staff of GAF, 28 408 people were
insured – in total worth of 28, 408 GEL.
For the years 2008-2009, the number of
insured employees increased and as of
late, 31,796 people have an opportunity
utilize 5,770,010 GEL for its healthcare.

Eka Komakhidze

The Demonstrative Military Orches-
tra of the Joint Staff of the Georgian
Armed Forces arranged a concert in the
Big Auditorium of the Conservatoire.
The military brass band of MOD was
conducted by the unique maestro of the
Georgian Armed Forces, honored arti-
san, Col. Pavle Pirtskhalaishvili. Geor-
gian and West European musical com-
positions were presented in the reper-
toire. The event was dedicated to March
8, the International Women’s Day.

The performance was held in honor
of and attended by the female members
of the Georgian Armed Forces person-
nel.

First Tournament in Judo

Concert at the Big Auditorium of the Conservatoire

The first Judo tournament was held
among the military servicemen of
GAF at the MOD sports complex
“ORBI”. The military servicemen of
all units of the Georgian Armed Forc-
es participated in the tournament. Ac-
cording to the Olympic system, win-

ners were lighted in 7 weight classes
among the wrestlers and Military ath-
letes acquired medals.

Corporal of the V Infantry Brigade,
Khvicha Khaptani won in 96 kg cate-
gory, Special Operations’ Forces Ser-
geant, Mamuka Mazmiashvili - in 66 kg
category, Junior Sergeant of SO battal-
ion, Zura Dogonadze overpowered in 73
kg class, Aleksandre Chakhunashvili,
Lieutenant of the Second Artillery Bri-
gade - in 81 kg category, Corporal of
the First Infantry Brigade Mamuka Mar-
giani - 90 kg category, Corporal of the
Engineering Brigade Kakhaber Mura-
chashvili won in 100 kg category. The
winner in the heavy weight class was
Battalion Commander of SO Forces,
Lieutenant Davit Dardzuli.

The tournament was attended by
Minister of the Culture, Monuments
Protection and Sport, Nikoloz Rurua,
Head of Sport’s Department, Davit
Namgalauri, Deputy Head of Judo Fed-
eration, Davit Berdzenishvili and veter-
an sportsmen.

Winners were decorated with med-
als by Deputy Defence Minister, Giorgi

Muchaidze, Deputy Chief of JS, Major
General, Devi Chankotadze and Land
Forces Commander, Col. Koba Lachke-
piani.

Khvicha Khaptani – Corporal, the
V Brigade, the winner in judo: After
being summoned to the army, I thought

I would have left an active sport forev-
er. However, establishment of the army
combined team will give me a possibil-
ity to reveal my full potential and to de-
fend the honor of the Georgian Army
via judo kimono, as well as via military
uniform.

Special Operations Forces Officer
LTC David Dardzuli, won in the heavy
weight class; together with Alexander
Chakhunashvili, Lieutenant of the Ar-
tillery Brigade, he is the second officer
who was granted the highest medal.

David Dardzuli,  “For a benefit of
professional referees, competition will
be increased and the Brigades will gain
stronger sportsmen. This fact will sig-
nificantly assist the army combined
team.”

Arbiters of the international catego-
ry participated in the tournament as well.
Head of Sport’s Department, Davit
Namgalauri on behalf of the Minister of
Culture, Monument Protection and
Sport, granted presents to the Defence
Ministry.

Malkhaz Topuria
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